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1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED INQUIRIES FROM MOST PRESS SERVICES 
IN BUENOS AIRES ABOUT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT. UNIFORM 
RESPONSE WAS THAT ANY COMMENT WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM 
PRESIDENT VIDELA. AFTERNOON OF 9/22 (SUBSEQUENT TO 
FILING OF STORY) AP CALLED TO ASK PRESS OFFICER IF 
EMBASSY HAD ANY COMMENT ON STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO 
"SOURCES CLOSE TO AMB HILL", AND RECEIVED ANOTHER NO 
COMMENT RESPONSE. 

2. AP WAS SUFFICIENTLY COOPERATIVE TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION ON SOURCE WHICH MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR EMBASSY 
TO IDENTIFY HIM CONCLUSIVELY. THERE WAS ONE SOURCE, 

NOT SEVERAL AS STORY IMPLIES, AND HE WAS ROBERT S. 
BENJAMIN, PRESIDENT OF ROBERT S. BENJAMIN AND ASSOCIATES, 
MEXICAN SUBSIDIARY OF BURSON-MARSTELLAR OF NEW YORK. 
BENJAMIN HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN TO AMBASSADOR SINCE 
LATTER’S APPOINTMENT TO MEXICO. BENJAMIN MET WITH 
AMBASSADOR DAY PRIOR TO MEETING WITH VIDELA. VIEWS AND 
STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO AMBASSADOR BY BANJAMIN ARE 
INCORRECT AND SELF-SERVING. AMBASSADOR IS PARTICULARLY 
OFFENDED AT IMPLICATION THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE RAISED 
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POSITION ON THIS ISSUE IS ON RECORD IN DEPARTMENT 
AND WAS AMPLY DISCUSSED IN HIS RECENT CONSULTATION. 

3. BANJAMIN'S REMARKS, IF CORRECTLY REPORTED, 

APPEAR TO BE SELF-SERVING IN THAT HIS PARENT FIRM HAS 
PUBLIC RELATIONS CONTRACT WITH GOA, BUT FIRM HAS TOLD 
GOA IT UNWILLING TO BE APOLOGIST FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS, AND WOULD CANCEL THEIR LUCRATIVE CONTRACT 
IF ASKED TO DO SO. 

4. MEETING WITH VIDE! .A HAS BEEN FULLY REPORTED IN 
OTHER MESSAGES. TO AVOID BEING DRAWN INTO 
SITUATION IN WHICH QUESTIONS ABOUT HIS MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT VIDE! .A MIGHT BE RAISED, AMBASSADOR HAD 
ALREADY CANCELLED SCHEDULED LUNCHEONS WITH AMERICAN 
CHAMBER AND ANOTHER BUSINESSMEN'S GROUP THIS WEEK. 
AMBASSADOR CONSIDERED AND REJECTED PROPOSAL TO ISSUE 
STATEMENT THAT AP REPORT INCORRECT, IN THAT IT 
INEVITABLY WOULD ELICIT FURTHER QUESTION ON WHICH 
PART WAS INCORRECT; IT COULD KEEP THIS FRAGILE 

ISSUE IN THE AIR FOR AN ADDITIONAL DAY. IN THE EVENT 
THAT CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE DEPARTMENT TO RESPOND 
FURTHER TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STORY, AMBASSADOR 
IS FULLY PREPARED TO STAND ON HIS RECORD ON THIS 
ISSUE. 

HILL 
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